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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the amendment dated June 26, 2007. Claims 1-14 are 
pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Based on the amendment dated June 26, 2007, all objections to the claims have 
been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. Based on the amendment dated June 26, 2007, all rejections to the claims based 
on 35 U.S.C. 1 12 have been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1,9-11 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Takeshi et al. (JP 2000-235222) in view of Oliver et al. ( JP 03- 
067322). 
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Claim 1: Takeshi discloses a lens adapter to be mounted on a collapsible lens-type 
camera, comprising: 

(a) an attachment section configured to be mounted on the case (column 3, 
paragraph 16; figure 1); 

(b) a lens barrel housing section provided at the attachment section and 
configured to house the lens barrel (column 2, paragraph 6; figure 1), 

(c) wherein the lens barrel housing section includes a cylindrical wall section 
covering the lens barrel (column 2, paragraph 8; figure 1) and an opening provided at 
the front end of the cylindrical wall section so as to expose a front end of the lens barrel 
(column 2, paragraph 6; figure 1), 

(d) wherein the cylindrical wall section has an internal diameter and length such 
that the lens barrel positioned at the projection position is covered (column 2, paragraph 
8), 

(e) wherein a female screw configured to attach optical components is formed at 
the opening (column 3, paragraph 17; figures 1 and 2), and 

(f) wherein the attachment section together with the lens barrel housing section 
are configured to partially expose the case when mounted on the case (figure 1). 

Takeshi does not disclose that the attachment section is configured to be 
mounted on the case in a detachable manner. Oliver discloses an attachment section 
to be mounted on a camera in a detachable manner (figure 1 3). Because both Takeshi 
and Oliver disclose attachments for a camera, it would have been obvious to one skilled 
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in the art to substitute one attachment section for the other to achieve the predictable 
result of attaching a lens adapter to a camera. 

Claim 9: Takeshi and Oliver disclose a lens adapter as in Claim 1 above, but do not 
explicitly disclose that both the attachment section and the lens barrel housing section 
are made from rigid synthetic resin. However, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention that that both parts of the adapter 
could be made from any material suitable to protect the camera from unnecessary 
forces, including hard plastic (a rigid synthetic resin). One would have been motivated 
to make both pieces of the adapter out of hard plastic to ensure that the lens barrel of 
the camera was not damaged. 

Claim 11: Takeshi and Oliver disclose a lens adapter as in Claim 1 above, but do not 
explicitly disclose that the lens barrel housing section is formed of a material that blocks 
light. However, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention that a common opaque material such a hard plastic could be used, as 
was common in the camera art. One would have been motivated to do so to ensure 
that no unwanted light leaked into the optical system of the camera. 

Claim 14: Takeshi and Oliver disclose a lens adapter as in Claim 1 above, and Takeshi 
further discloses that the attachment section is attached to the case in a way that 
exposes various switches for use in photographing (figure 1 ). 
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5. Claims 2, 5 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Takeshi et al. (JP 2000-235222) in view of Oliver et al. (JP 03-067322) as applied 
to claim 1 above, and further in view of Shiqeru et al. (JP 2002-006389). 

Claim 2: Takeshi and Oliver disclose a lens adapter as in Claim 1 above, but do not 
disclose that the attachment section includes a first member and a second member 
swingably engaging with each other in a detachable manner, the first member having a 
front wall that comes into contact with a portion of a front surface of the case nearer the 
lens barrel, and the second member having a rear wall that comes into contact with a 
rear surface of case; that attachment of the attachment section on the case is achieved 
by making the first member and the second member connect in a state that the case is 
sandwiched with the front and rear wall in a direction from front to rear; or that the lens 
barrel housing is provided on the first member. 

Shigeru discloses an attachment for a camera wherein: 

(a) the attachment section includes a first member and a second member 
swingably engaging with each other in a detachable manner, the first member having a 
front wall that comes into contact with a portion of a front surface of the case nearer the 
lens barrel, and the second member having a rear wall that comes into contact with a 
rear surface of case (column 3, paragraphs 12 and 1 3; figure 1 ); 

(b) that attachment of the attachment section on the case is achieved by making 
the first member and the second member connect in a state that the case is sandwiched 
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with the front and rear wall in a direction from front to rear (column 3, paragraphs 12 
and 13; figure 1); and 

(c) the lens barrel housing is provided on the first member (figure 3). 

Because both Takeshi and Shiqeru disclose attachment sections for a camera 
accessory, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in that art to 
substitute one attachment section for the other to achieve the predictable result of 
attaching an accessory to the camera body. 

Claim 5: Takeshi , Oliver and Shiqeru disclose a lens adapter as in Claim 2 above, and 
Shiqeru further discloses that the first member and second member have a sidewall 
respectively which comes into contact with a side surface of the case (figure 1). 
Because both Takeshi and Shiqeru disclose attachment sections for a camera 
accessory, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in that art to 
substitute one attachment section for the other to achieve the predictable result of 
attaching an accessory to the camera body. 

Claim 10: Takeshi and Oliver disclose a lens adapter as in Claim 1 above, but do not 
explicitly disclose that both the attachment section and the lens barrel hosing section 
are made from a rigid synthetic resin, that a metallic ring is embedded and fixed at the 
front end of the cylindrical wall section, that the opening is formed on the inside of the 
inner peripheral surface of the ring, or that the female screw is formed on the inner 
peripheral surface of the ring. 
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Shiqeru discloses an attachment for a camera wherein: 

(a) a metallic ring is embedded and fixed at the front end of the cylindrical wall 
section (column 2, paragraph 6); 

(b) the opening is formed on the inside of the inner peripheral surface of the ring 
(column 2, paragraph 6; figure 10); and 

(c) the female screw is formed on the inner peripheral surface of the ring (column 
6, paragraph 29). 

Because both Takeshi and Shiqeru disclose lens barrel housing sections for a 
camera accessory, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in that art to 
substitute one lens barrel housing section for the other to achieve the predictable result 
of protecting the lens barrel while allowing attachments. 

Takeshi . Oliver and Shiqeru do not explicitly disclose that both the attachment 
section and the lens barrel housing section are made from rigid synthetic resin. 
However, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention that that both parts of the adapter could be made from any material suitable to 
protect the camera from unnecessary forces, including hard plastic (a rigid synthetic 
resin). One would have been motivated to make both pieces of the adapter out of hard 
plastic to ensure that the lens barrel of the camera was not damaged. 

6. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Takeshi 
et al. (JP 2000-235222) in view of Oliver et al. (JP 03-067322) as applied to claim 1 
above, and further in view of Maitani et al. (US 4,273,434). 
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Claim 7: Takeshi and Oliver disclose a lens adapter as in Claim 1 above, and Takeshi 
further discloses that the camera has a finder apparatus formed with an optic system 
separately from the lens barrel and that the finder apparatus has an eyepiece window 
for viewing an image of a subject (column 3, paragraph 1 5; figure 1 ). Neither Takeshi 
nor Oliver disclose that the finder apparatus has an opening and closing member for 
opening and closing the eyepiece window at a portion where the attachment section 
faces the eyepiece window. Maitani discloses a sliding cover for a camera that opens 
and closes the eyepiece window (column 2, lines 14-17). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to add the sliding 
member opening and closing the eyepiece to the finder apparatus of Takeshi . One 
would have been motivated to do so to ensure that the user of the camera using the 
lens adapter did not use the eyepiece window when a filter or lens was attached to the 
end of the lens barrel housing, thereby framing the wrong field of view. 

7. Claim 8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Takeshi et 
al (JP 2000-235222) in view of Oliver et al. (JP 03-067322) as applied to claim 1 above, 
and further in view of Yamaquchi et al. (US 4,847,648). 

Claim 8: Takeshi and Oliver disclose a lens adapter as in Claim 1 above, and Takeshi 
further discloses that the camera has a finder apparatus with a finder lens (column 3, 
paragraph 15; figure 1 ). Neither Takeshi nor Oliver disclose that the finder apparatus 
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has an opening and closing member for opening and closing the finder lens at a portion 
where the attachment section faces the finder lens. Yamaauchi discloses a camera 
with a barrier moveable between an opening position to expose the finder lens portion 
and the closing position to close the finder lens portion (column 6, lines 34-39). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to add the moveable barrier of Yamaquchi to the finder apparatus of 
Takeshi . One would have been motivated to do so to ensure that the user of the 
camera using the lens adapter did not use the finder lens when a filter or lens was 
attached to the of the lens barrel housing, thereby framing the wrong field of view. 

8. Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Takeshi et al. (JP 2000-235222) in view of Oliver et al. (JP 03-067322) as applied 
to claim 1 above, and further in view of Akira (JP 02-201340). 

Claim 12: Takeshi and Oliver disclose a lens adapter as in Claim 1 above, but do not 
disclose wherein a female screw for tripod attachment is formed in the case, a crew 
insertion hole is formed at a portion of the attachment section facing the female screw 
for tripod attachment in a state that the attachment section is attached to the case, and 
the lens adapter is configured in such a way that the attachment section is fixed on the 
case by screwing an attachment screw into the female screw for tripod attachment via 
the screw insertion hole. Akira discloses an attachment for a camera with a screw 
insertion hole formed at a portion of the attachment section facing the female screw, 
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and that the attachment is fixed on the case by screwing an attachment screw into the 
female screw via the screw insertion hole (figure 1 ). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to include the 
screw insertion hole of Akira into the lens adapter of Takeshi and Oliver . One would 
have been motivated to do so to allow for the camera to be mounted on a tripod while 
still protecting the lens barrel from damage. 

Claim 13: Takeshi . Oliver and Akira disclose a lens adapter as in Claim 12 above, and 
Akira further discloses that the attachment section facing the screw insertion hole faces 
a lower surface of the case. Therefore it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to place the screw insertion hole in the 
lower surface of the attachment section in the adapter of Takeshi and Oliver . One 
would have been motivated to do so because the vast majority of cameras with female 
screws for tripod attachment have the screw located in the bottom portion of the case. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 3, 4 and 6 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. Reasons for indicating allowable subject 
matter were stated in the previous Office Action, dated March 27, 2007. 
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Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

1 1 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James A. Meyers whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1690. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 8AM-5:30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, NgocYen Vu can be reached on (571 ) 272-7320. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

9/4/2007 
JM 




